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BACKGROUND OF DEVELOPMENTS

ºEurope: Post 2000, major upsurge in biomethane 

strategies; indigenous natural gas depletion 

expected in < 20 yrs (not inc. Russia)

º In USA, peak oil crisis 2006 -8 drives renewed 

interest in short and longer term bioenergy 

strategies.

º2005 Woods End starts biogas lab; 07õ Rainbow 

Valley Farm receives MTI* funds with Woods 

End for farm biomethane study.

Supporters include: Maine Technology Institute, Organic Valley, Inc. Stonyfield Farms 

Inc, UME Coop Ext., Maine Dept Agriculture, Future Farmers of America   



BIOGAS : NATUREõS TECHNOLOGY

Raw Biogas 60/40 CH 4 + CO2
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BIOGAS: E NERGY FROM ORGANIC WASTE : 

SOLVES TWO CHALLENGES AT ONCE

Process:
Anaerobic

Result : 
methane 
energy

Biogas

Process:
Aerobic

Result : soil 
amendment  

Compost 
(traditional)



STEPS OF DEVELOPMENT

Build, Evaluate 
Technology

Interview European 
Biogas Facilitators

Visit established 
EU, US biogas sites

Farmer Forum Proof of Concept



BIOMETHANE : CH 4 FROM AG WASTES


