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“Science of Climate Change

@ 4 The Greenhouse Effect

Some sunlight that hits
the earth is reflected.

/ 4 ., Some becomes heat.
\ ¥ CO: and other gases

in the atmosphere
trap heat, keeping
the earth warm.

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/climatechange/images/greenhouse_effect2.jpg



Climate Change and Maine

Average Annual Temp Increase: 3 tGAR0Oy 2100

Sea level rise: 3 feet or more
Portland¢ may lose 250 coastal acres; Mam20,000.

Increased precipitation

Coastal and inland flooding



_:,-'. e o
e D3
el iy ot 8
= A

i
Pa v!?'.l“ ‘ﬁf %

g
i

P /’/;
TR — ﬂ"‘é}
B vy ‘iz.g’ / X a2

Area at risk of inundation @ Current sea level
from 1-meter (3.3 ft.) rise @ Low estimate . “
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Why address Energy & Emissions In

Greater Portland?

Energy is Expensive
. $6 Billion spent in Maine in 2008; $5 Billion left the State
- In Maine- $5090 spent per person every year on energy
- 7" highest energy expenditure /person in the US

Benefits to less energy use:
- Minor energy savings = Millions saved in Maine
- Foster local economic growth
. Improve local air quality and public health
. Slow Climate Change
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Regional Energy Plan

Will help individuals, businesses and communities
manage and reduce their energy use

First Step: inventory regional energy use and emissions

Combined effort between CEP and GPCOG






